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I believe that what Mr. Green now calls Mytilaspis gloverii var. 
pallida is a distinct species, as he at first held. Mr. Alex. Craw has 
found on variegated Podoearpus from Japan a form which I propose 
to call M. pallida var. maskelli, because it was discussed by Mr. Mas- 
kell in Trans., New Zealand, Inst., XXVII, p. 46. The scale is too 
broad for gloverii, but narrower than citricola; it is not far from the 
color of citricola, not very pale as in typical pallida, though often whit- 
ish at the broader end. There seem to be but four groups of ventral 
glands, caudolateral four, cephalolaterals six. — T. D. A. Cockekell. 

Section Cutting and Staining. 7 — This is intended primarily for 
students and practitioners who need a brief introduction to the ways 
of the microscopist. It briefly describes the necessary apparatus, and 
the various processes to which tissues are subjected for histological pur- 
poses. In many respects it may be said to be fairly up to date, in 
others, as for instance, in the case of bichromate of silver methods in 
neurology, it is not. Formol is given as a histological reagent, but un- 
fortunately it is given as formal, which is a synonym for methylal, as 
has been previously pointed out in these pages, and as any one may 
readily see by consulting German works on organic chemistry or by 
consulting Gould's " Students' Medical Dictionary " 8 (1896, Phila.). 
By reason of priority, and by reason of its expressing the probable 
relations of the formaldehyde to the water in the so-called 40 per cent, 
solution, formol is the proper word to use for this liquid. But as the 
term Formalin has been forced into use in the commercial world and 
will probably stay in spite of efforts to supplant it, one may as well sub- 
mit and use the word that one must employ in buying one's reagents. 
It is obvious, that, if one calls for formal, one will get methylal. 

Cambridge Natural History, Volume V. 9 — The high stand- 
ard of this series as a reliable, popular scientific work is maintained in 
this volume. Mr. Sedgwick contributes a paper on Peripatus, giving 
its habits, manner of breeding, anatomy, development, and a summary 
of distribution, the latter point being illustrated by a map. Mr. Sin- 
clair treats of Myriapods in the same comprehensive manner, and in- 
cludes a brief account of fossil forms and their distribution. Mr. Sharp 
gives an introductory sketch of Insects embodying the latest observa- 

7 Section Cutting and Staining. W. S. Colman. 12 mo. 160 pp. 

8 Or any one of several other Medical Dictionaries. 

9 Cambridge Natural History Series, Vol. V. Peripatus, A. Sedgwick. Myria- 
pods, F. Q. Sinclair. Insects, D. Sharp. London and New York, 1895. Mac- 
millan & Co. $4.00. 
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tions as to their structure, the development of the individual, and the 
characteristic features of insect life, followed by a discussion of four of 
the nine orders of Insects, viz. ; Aptera, Orthoptera, Neuroptera and a 
portion of the Hymenoptera. In these ordinary descriptions Mr. Sharp 
has incorporated a great deal of interesting information as to the habits 
and life-histories of various insects, fully demonstrating that fact may 
be as entertaining as fiction. 

Aquatic Insects. 10 — This little volume is intended by the author 
to stimulate young naturalists in observing the habits and structures of 
living animals, and to try to discover the way in which the machinery 
of nature works. The writings of the old naturalists, Swammerdam, 
Reaumur, Lyonnet and De Geer are quoted to show what patient 
observation can accomplish. Eleven chapters are devoted to as many 
groups of fresh-water aquatic insects, one to the insects of the sea-shore 
and one to the peculiar contrivances of aquatic insects for locomotion, 
for feeding, for respiration, for egg-laying, and for attack and defence. 

The drawings are in most cases made direct from the Insects and are 
a valuable feature of the book. 

Bird-Craft." — In gathering material for this delightful adddition 
to ornithological literature, its author has certainly had about her that 
" pocket full of patience" which she recommends to amateur students 
of bird-life. The chapters on the Spring Song, Building of the Nest, 
and Birds of Autumn and Winter show a long continued personal 
acquaintance with the habits of birds. The "Biographies " also con- 
tain notes from personal observation. 

The illustrations, nearly all colored, add much to the attractiveness 
of the book. 

Some Elementary Botany. 12 — Four very pretty books for Child- 
ren have been compiled by M. C. Cooke and published by T. Nelson & 
Sons. The writer adopts the conversational style and imparts consider- 
able information to his class concerning a few of the commoner English 
wild-flowers. A corn-field, a copse, a lane and a marsh afford material 
for the several books. Each volume is illustrated with a number of 
figures and one colored plate, and they are altogether attractive addi- 
tions to literature for children. 

10 The Natural History of Aquatic Insects. By L. 0. Miall. London and New 
York, 1895. Macmillan & Co. #1.75. 

11 Bird-Craft. By Mable Osgood Wright. New York, 1895. Macmillan & 
Co. $3.00. 

"Around a Corn-fleld. A Stroll in a Marsh. Through the Copse. Down the 
Lane and Back. By Uncle Matt (M. C. Cooke), London, Edinburgh and New 
York, 1895. T. Nelson & Sons, Pub. 



